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.Donation for vets memorial
Wayne Smith of the Patriot Guard Riders- holds a flag at the
Veterans Memorial in Coventry Wednesday. Shop Rite and
Price Rite supermarkets donated $10,000 to the memorial,
the only of its kind in the state. See story and more photos
on Page 2.

$10,000 donated for Vietnam Memorial
By SUSAN VOLOVSKI
Special to the Chronicle

COVENTRY ShopRite representatives were on hand at the
Connecticut
Vietnam
Veterans
Memorial in Patriot's Park Wednesday to donate $10,000 to help
pay for the memorial.
The memorial, which is made
of granite from South Africa,
cost more than $40,000 - raised
entirely
by donations
to the
Connecticut
Vietnam
Veterans
Memorial Committee.
The event began with town officials lining up along a row of
American flags.
The Shop Rite representatives
walked up to each town official
and shook hands with them.
Jean Risley, who came up with
the idea to create the memorial,
was the first to speak. She began
by thanking everyone who donated their money and time.
Risley said she decided to create
the memorial in part because of
her brother who died in Vietnam,
and partly because of a project
that the students at Capt. Nathan
Hale Middle School did for teacher Tom Dzicek's class.
The students learned about each
of the 612 soldiers from Connecticut who died in Vietnam.
Risley said that she enjoyed the
project. "When the project was
over, I felt kind of lost," she said.
The idea for the memorial came
o her about four years later.
"One day I woke up and told my
usband 1. was going to create a
Vietnam memorial," she said.
She discussed this idea with the
own of Coventry, which donated
he plot of land in the park for the
emorial.
Town Manager John Elsesser
aid it is very important for peole to get involved.
"It means a lot to create a good
idea and motivate others to act,"
e said. "That's how things get

Roxanne Pandolfi photos

ABOVE: Coventry town officials and an American Legion
Color Guard, a Marine Corps
Color Guard,
the Pa,triot
Guard Military
Motorcycle
Unit and ShopRite representatives gather at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial at Patriot's
Park Wednesday. Shop Rite
and PriceRite supermarkets
donated $10,000 to help pay
for the memorial. RIGHT:
Jean and Paul Risley hold
a giant copy of the check in
front of the memorial.
done in this country."
He also said he thinks it's great
that the memorial is "a symbol of
how small things become great
things."
. Veteran Joe Dipietro also spoke
about the. memorial and said the
names of all the Connecticut sol-

diers who died in Vietnam are
on it.
He also said there were tents
set up behind the memorial that
feature the biographies of some
of the Connecticut soldiers who
died, and there was a table set up
in honor of the soldiers whose
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bodies were never found and are
still considered missing in action.
ShopRite representative,
Ken
Capano said how happy ShopRite
was to donate the money. "It was
a no-brainer,"
he said. "We're
happy to present you with a check
today."
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