CT612 Vietnam
Memorial Picnic
The CT612 Memorial Picnic kicks
off at the rest area in Chester and-parades into Deep River lead by the Deep
River Fire Department. The riders were
cold but hot coffee was waiting for them
at Devitts' Field. Upon entering the field
a sixty foot American Flag along with
members of American Legion Post 61
were on hand as old Glory waved from
the ladder truck. The Star Spangled

Banner was being sung by a member
of the Legion Aux. Lillian Beardsley, as
members of the Horsemen Chapter 10
and Red Knights were arriving.
Fundraising for the Memorial
had changed to Sunday April 6th, due
to weather conditions. Some people
arrived in cars but most on bikes.
All arrived to support the building of
Connnecticuts' Vietnam Memorial in
Coventry. In honor of the 612 servicemen who lost their lives in Vietnam.

Greg Kitchen of the Legion Riders, Greg
Young of the Patriot Guard and John
Scanlon of the Leathernecks, along with
the Deep River Lions helped to plan and
promote the event. As we set-up the
tents and prepared food on Saturday
you had to be amazed at the people
who came to help make this event a
success. Families from Deep River like
the Knudsens' and Radomskis' set-up
tents and organized raffles to prepare
.for Sunday.
It was windy and cold as "Say
What" played live music. These young
kids all under sixteen years old were a
big hit. Followed by "Roadside Manor"
a student band under the direction of
Eric Cartier played in honor of band
member Peter Trabuchis' Dad. Peters
father passed away the week before.
His dad wanted him to play at this
event. The day of music was finished-up
with the "Deep River Blues Band" led by
Austin Gray. Brian Rembish organized
the sound work. That
was seven hours of
great music donated
to support the Vietnam Vets. The bands
played and donations kept coming in.
Volunteers from the
Ride-4-Justin, the
Wisniewski & Ziegenhagen Families, as
well as Paul Gerardi
of the Hartford HOG
Chapter pitched in to
help. A nice donation came in from the
Southington Lions

Club and a Southington Lion Volunteered to cook Hot dogs all day. Mike
Bohegian was happy to serve Grote &
Weigel and Sabrette hotdogs. Thanks
Mike! The Deep River Lions brought out
Roast Beef and Lasagna what a treat.
The Girl Scouts from troop 2013 helped
serve the food and also sold cookies to
send to the troops.
At 1:15 pm the Diablos MC
showed up with about 40 riders from
theirs and other clubs. Danny donated
a check from their club while members
bought food, pins tee-shirts and 612
books. Huge support from a long standing club from Meriden, CT our sincerest thanks to Danny.Gene and the rest
of the guys from the Diablos MC. Like
many MC members Danny served in
Vietnam.
Members of the First Cavalry
Division held a solemn ceremony in
Memory of Robert A. Tillquist of New
Haven. Robert was a true American
Hero his story was told by his
sister Jean Risley. Jean was
presented with a portrait of her
brother from all the members of
the First Cav.
Supporters in our riding family came in groups as
the day went on. The Patriot
Guard, Legion Riders, Freedom
Riders, Hole in the Wall Riders
of New Haven, Red Kniqhts,
and Horsemen, came to see
the most impressive attraction
at the picnic, the Biographies
made by the Cheshire High
School Students. In a joint effort
organized by Jessica DiPietro
of Valley Regional High School,
the Biographies were displayed
at the picnic.
These biographies were
done on 2 x 3 ft posters that
included many aspects of the
soldiers life and death. Also
on display was the 612 book
done by students
of Captain Nathan Hale Middle
School, Coventry.
A large listing of
names alphabetized by Town was
also contributed
by John Winthrop
Middle School
of Deep River.
Jessica DiPietro,
Keddy Norton,

Erica Dubey and Trent Rodriguez, and
Mr. Arnold set-up these displays in
four-twenty foot tents that were erected
by Troop 13 Boy Scouts. It was a lot
of work getting them just right for all to
view. It was very emotional for the kids
as they read each soldiers story. None
of this would have been possible without
the research done by the Cheshire High
.School Students in the class of Ralph
Zingarella. The joint effort of all the
young people who took an interest in
the Vietnam War for those who served
in it, have our deepest thanks and appreciation for all their hours of volunteering to make the story of each soldier an
Historical event. Everyone who walked
through those tents came out a little
more aware of what war is all about and
a lot more aware of the costs.
The 50/50 raffle was won by
Margie Ziegenhagan. Dave Taylor
along with the CMA was holding individual bike blessings for all the riders. As
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Shop-Rite Supermarket
Supports CT 612
Vietnam Memorial
While shopping at the New London ShopRite I
asked Joe the store manager to put up a flyer for the Ct
612 Memorial. Joe asked more about the project, so I answered his questions and asked if ShopRite would donate
a $25.00 dollar gift certfkate. Joe said he would talk to
the owner of the store to get an ok. I didn't hear anything
for a few days but then I got a call from the sore owner
Ken Capano. I could tell he was a nice guy. Ken said
to me Joe are you sure there is no memorial for all the
soldiers killed in Vietnam from Connecticut?" That doesn't
seem right, in ours the richest state. Sadly .enough I said.
But I hope to change that by supporting the committee in
Coventry by having a fundraiser. Ken didn't think ShopRite
would get involved for a $25.00 gift card. But would call
Wakefem Food Corp. the supplier to Shop Rite stores and
ask for support. A few days later, I received a call from
Christine Magyarits of the Wakefem Food Corperation.
We exchanged stories about our lives during the Vietnam
War. Her family supported the troops ~nVietnam and when
they came home. This fundraiser was near and dear to
her heart. She committed Five- One Hundred dollar gift
cards to help defray the cost of the picnic. I received the
gift cards ovemight along with the letter attached to this
article. After calling Ken and letting him know of my good
fortune with Wakefem, Ken said we are in this together. I
called Ken the next day to order the fresh bread and rolls
and everything we needed for the picnic, especially the
awesome donuts from their bakery department It was
nice to have the support of such a great company like
ShopRite. Saturday I picked up all the items ordered for
the picnic. Not knowing the cost of everything ordered I
went well over the $500.00 at that point I met Candace
a ShopRite employee. I offered to pay the balance of the
bill out of my own pocket and Candace assured me that
Ken would not have that and that ShopRite would pick up
the balance. The balance was almost another $500.00.
Candace also told me that their New London ShopRite
sends 40 packages every quarter to the troops. I've had
another meeting with Ken since the picnic and he assured
, me of ShopRites continued
support of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Connecticut Kens' commitment
to our soldiers is his way
of supporting those who
protect us. In next weeks
circular, Ken will ask if any
of his customers would like
to sponsor a soldier in the
military. By doing so anyone can support the troops
with the help of the Capano
Family. My special thanks
to the Wakefem Food Corp
of Edison, NJ and especially to Ken Capano Sr & the
Capano family of ShopRite
Norwich and New London,
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- Joe DiPietro

