Veterans
memorial
dedicated
By KALA KACHMAR
Chronicle correspondent

COVENTRY -Veterans, families and onlookers gathered from
all over the state Saturday for
the unveiling of the first memorial honoring all 612 men from
Connecticut who died in the
Vietnam War.
The
ceremony
for
the
Connecticut Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, located in Patriots
Park in Coventry, drew about 500
people, according to Bill Gorman,
deputy chief of South Coventry
Fire Department. In addition,
before it began, Coventry Police
closed Lake Street so 300 to 400
motorcycles could ride to.the park
as an honor guard for the dedication.
The ceremony was elaborate, with local and state politicians in attendance including
U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd,
State Comptroller Nancy Wyman
and Attorney General Richard
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Gold Star Mother Mary Kight reads some of the names engraved on the Connecticut
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Coventry during dedication ceremonies Saturday.
Tom Dzicek, left, offers support as she came to her son's name, Michael A. Kight,
one of those engraved on the wall. See more photos on Page 4.

Coventry dedicates
veterans memorial
(Continued from Page 1)
Blumenthal.
"I believe America has neglected
these fallen heroes," Blumenthal
said. "This memorial is a national
treasure that reflects not only lives
lost but also the nation's neglect
of its veterans generally."
The First Company Governor's
Foot Guard,
the Coventry
American Legion, the Coventry
High School Chorus and other
organizations aJso took part in
the event.
Two military helicopters flew
over the memorial iust before it
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"This is yet another step we take
to bring closure to the war," said
Elizabeth Woolf, Coventry Town
Council chairman.
The memorial, which was
made out of granite from South
Africa, cost more than $40,000
- raised entirely by donations to
the Connecticut Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Committee.
The founder of the committee,
Jean Risley of Coventry, formed
the organization after becoming
personally involved in a school
project started by students at
Captain Nathan Hale Middle
School in Coventry to collect all
the names of Connecticut residents who died in the Vietnam
War.
Project 612 started in 2000,
when Tom Dzicek, a teacher at
the middle school, inspired his
students to find out more about
the Connecticut soldiers who died
during the Vietnam War. The students researched and interviewed
families of the veterans and used
the information to compile a
book.
"Interviewing
the
families opened my eyes to the raw
emotion that still exists," said
Christopher Golden, a student
who has worked on the project
from the start. "(The families)
want to talk about it, and this gave

them a forum to do so."
Dzicek said he and the students
checked and double-checked the
names to make sure Connecticut
was their home of record when
they died. They concluded that
a total of 612 servicemen called
Connecticut their home when they
died in Vietnam. Twenty-seven of
those were prisoners of war, or
were killed in action without their
body being recovered.
Prior to the unveiling of the
memorial Saturday, the only place
where the names existed together
.was a muraJ on a wall in Nathan
Hale !M'idal~ Sch~~i's a~ct'itoriurn that was painted by Scott
Rhoades, an art teacher at the
school, Dzicek said.
Risley became involved in the
project when the students contacted her about her brother, Robert
Tillquist, a combat medic who
died in the Pleiku Campaign in
1965.
"I wanted to do something for
my brother and other Vietnam
veterans," Risley said. "It's a special tribute - they have a place to
call home now."
Risley asked the town of
Coventry to donate a parcel of
land - the plot in Patriots Park
where it now sits.
After she began spreading
the word, fund-raising efforts
came from all over the state and
included motorcycle runs, dinners
given by the American Legion
Riders and funds raised by West
Shore Middle School in Milford.
Various veterans organizations
from around the state and local
Coventry businesses also helped
raise money for the memorial.
Last August, .the committee
broke ground on the project,
bringing even more support from
all over the state, Risley said.
"This grassroots, community-based effort deserves all the
praise we can give it," Courtney
said. "This is long overdue."
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The Vietnam Memorial on which is engraved the names of the
612 Connecticut veterans who died during the Vietnam War
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{asmine Xiong, 7 of Enfield, proudly holds a banner durng the dedication ceremonies for the Connecticut Vietnam
eterans Memorial in Ooventry Saturday
She and others
'epresented veterans from Laos who proudly served on the
smeticen side in the Vietnam War,

