Juan L Cruz of the Hispanic American Veterans of CT leads the Wreaths Across America ceremony in Coventry. Holding
wreaths are (L-R): Millie Jimenez, Jean Risley, John Cutler, Carmelo Figueroa, Paul Jatkowski, Sam Sanchez, and Zenen
Figueroa. Photo by Melanie Savage.
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wide. The year 2008 marked the first
time that Coventry has participated in
the ceremony. The Vietnam Memorial,
dedicated in May of this year, proved to
be the perfect location for the Coventry
event. In addition to members of HAVOCT,the Dec. 13ceremony was attended
by a member of the Vietnam Veterans
of America and Jean Risley, who was
instrumental in getting the monument
constructed.
"They notifIed us that
they were going to do the ceremony
here and invited us to come," said Risley. The memorial was inspired by a
book put together by Captain Nathan
Hale Middle School Students honoring
the 612 Connecticut men who had died
in the Vietnam War. Risley, who lost a
brother, Robert Tilquist, to the war, decided that the state needed a monument
honoring the Connecticut servicemen.
She spearheaded a fundraising campaign that quickly raised enough to see
the project through to fruition.
As a biting wind tore across the hill
on Lake Street, officials placed seven
wreaths in front of the black granite
memorial. Wreaths bore banners representing the five military branches, as
well as the Merchant Marines and

n Saturday, Dec. 13, members
of the Hispanic American
Veterans of Connecticut assembled at the new Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Coventry to lay wreaths,
as part of the national Wreaths Across
America ceremony. "All over Connecticut, people are laying wreaths at
the same time," said Juan L. Cruz, past
president of HAVOCT, who presided
over the Coventry ceremony. HAVOCT
coordinated with the local Daughters of
the American Revolution chapter to put
together ceremonies in Coventry and
Windsor.
Wreaths Across America began 15
years ago when the Worcester Wreath
Company in Maine began the tradition
of placing wreaths on the graves of soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery
during the holiday season. The goal
was to "expand the recognition of those
who serve our country, both past, present, and future, as well as their families
who deserve our support," according to
the Wreaths Web site. This year, a caravan carrying the 10,000 wreaths for
placement at Arlington made a stop in MIAlPOW's.
"What you've done here is something
Old Saybrook.
that will be here forever," said Sam SanSince its inception, the Wreaths
chez, a Vietnam veteran who was seeing
Across America concept has spread,
with more and more communities orga- the memorial for the first time. The
nizing individual ceremonies at monu- DAR and HAVOCT hope to make the
ments and cemeteries. This year, the Wreaths Across America ceremony an
organization expected participation in annual tradition in Coventry, as part of
a growing tribute to our fallen Amerimore than 350locations, with more than
100,000wreaths placed in honor nation- .can soldiers.
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Participants in the Coventry ceremony included (L-R): John Cutler, Zenen
Figueroa, Carmelo Figueroa, Sam Sanchez, Jean Risley, Juan L. Cruz, and Millie
Jimrne"z. Photo byMelanie Savage.

